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African  American History 
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Mrs. Sara Eplin 





Email: sara.eplin@slps.org
Phone: 314-534-3894
ext. 35123 



Website: https://www.slps.org/Page/36749 


Classroom: 123 
Planning Periods: 3rd (A) and 6th (B)

Textbook and Resources 

Gates, Henry Louis: Life Upon These Shores. (2011). Random House LLC 
Readings and Handouts 
Spiral notebook (preferably 3-5 subject or binder) 
Course Description:
African American History is a Social Studies elective course that is designed to help students to develop an understanding of the causes, character and consequences of the African American experience and its influence on the world, the United States and the African American community. Beginning with a historical, geographical, social, political, economic, and cultural understanding of the African continent, the course will provide a descriptive and corrective overview which will introduce the student to the study of the African and African American experiences 
Course Objectives:

Throughout the timeline of this course African American History Students will:
· Gain an appreciation of the richness, diversity and contributions of African American culture to national and international life and the world 

· Reaffirm the fact that civilization in the United States is not the result of the work and energy of one people, but is the result of the contributions of African Americans and many other groups 

· Develop a knowledge of important people, events, and ideas that have played a key role in shaping the history and culture of African Americans, and the history and culture of the United States 

Curriculum and Topics: In African American, students will explore a variety of concepts and themes from United States History: 

· Unit 1: Ancient Africa: Kingdoms and Civilizations of Ancient Africa  
· Unit 2: Transatlantic Slave Trade 
· Unit 3: Slavery in America 
· Unit 4: Civil War and Reconstruction Era
· Unit 5: The Great Migration (New Negro Movement) & Harlem Renaissance 
· Unit 6: The Modern Civil Rights Movement 
· Unit 7: Black Power and Black Nationalism 
· Unit 8: Contemporary Issues in African American History
Rules and Expectations: 
· Attendance: Students are expected to be in class, on time every day. Quizzes and Do Nows are typically completed in the first 10 or 15 minutes of class. Student will not be able to make up for work missed due to an unexcused tardy or absence. 
· Make up Policy: Students will be permitted to miss up missed work, tests or quizzes when they have an excused absence; however, it is the responsibility of the student to find out what work was missed. The website is typically updated weekly with assignments and all students receive unit reading schedules, which outline both the course work and homework associated with the course.  Student will need to schedule time outside of regular class time to make up any tests or quizzes. This make up time must be arranged in advance with the teacher. No make-up work will be given for unexcused absences. (This includes when students show up to class and leave before the end of the period without returning)   
· Late Work: Late work policy differs based on the type of assignment. Notebooks (which consist of the majority of classwork and homework) will NOT be accepted late and should be turned in at the beginning of class on the day that they are due. Notebooks not turned in BEFORE class will automatically be deducted 50%. If a student is absent, they must arrange to turn in the notebook outside of class. 
· For other coursework, projects, homework, vocabulary etc…late work will be subject to a 10% deduction after the beginning of the period with a one-week limit. Students will be allowed to turn in 1 unit project per semester up to 5 days (1 week) late for no penalty. (This does not apply to notebooks or vocabulary assignments) and students must complete a reflection sheet to explain why the work was not ready on its assigned due date. 
· NO late work will be accepted after the unit has been completed (For example, a student may not turn in missing/late work from Chapter 7 after the unit has been completed) 
· Cheating and Plagiarism: Anyone found cheating or collaborating with a cheater on any assignment (test, quiz, project research paper, essay, book report, etc.) will be given a 0 (F) for that assignment and a conference will be set up including the student, a parent, and the principal. If caught cheating, the assignment will not be made up for credit, and the zero will be computed into the grade for that class. This incident will be recorded and applied to the student’s permanent record. If any electronic device (cell phone, IPad, pager, mp3 player etc.) is found on the student during an assessment it will automatically be treated the same as a plagiarism incident. 
· Classroom Behavior and Participation: Active participation and discussion is a crucial park of being successful in this course. Students are expected to be active and engaged listeners when the teacher or their fellow classmates are talking. Cell phone (or any electronic device) use or talking out of turn during lecture notes, class discussions or classwork time (without specific instruction otherwise) is not permitted. Students are also expected to remain in the classroom during instruction except in cases of emergency or duress. Students will be permitted to leave the classroom during times of independent work, however the teacher reserves the right to revoke these privileges if they are taken advantage of (i.e. excessively long bathroom breaks, leaving campus, disrupting study hall etc…).  
· When speaking with our classmates or teacher, we are expected to use respectful, professional and academic language at all times. 
Grading:

All of the work in African American History will be assigned a point value and also weighted based on the type of assignment. Weights are calculated to better measure student achievement based on specific content and standards and are designed to best reflect student performance on a variety of tasks. 

Work will include projects, papers  and quizzes over reading assignments, participation in class discussions, and special projects. Students will be assessed on their knowledge of the subject matter as well as the quality and clarity of their writing.
*Point values will vary based on type of assignment; however, the standard point values are as followed:
	Type of Assignment
	Weight/ Typical Point Value

	Projects/Assessments 
	40% / 50-150 pts  

	Classroom Participation/Seminars/Debates
	
30% / 50-150 pts 

	Quizzes
	10%/ 15-35 pts 

	Notebook/Notebook Checks (Coursework/HW for an entire unit ) 
	10%/ 100-300 pts 

	Classwork/Homework 
	10%/ 20-50 pts 


Course Components: 

Notebook: The notebook in this course is crucial to student success, and will make up a majority of non-assessment points for the class. Notebooks will contain a variety of activities, including, but not limited to; lecture and reading notes, video questions, reflection questions, article reviews, practice quizzes, document analysis, and SRQ’s/Vocabulary. Notebooks are always due on the final date of the unit and a notebook check sheet will be posted 1 week before the notebook is due. It is the student’s responsibility to keep their notebook up to date and their assignments/notes labeled and accessible. Late notebooks will NOT be accepted. Any notebooks turned in AFTER the unit test (including after the class period/same date) are subject to a 50% deduction. 
Socratic Seminars (Debates/Discussions) : Within each unit students will be expected to reflect on the information they have learned and compare it to current events in African American culture by participating in teacher and student created Socratic seminars and debates. The expectation is that students prepare thoroughly for the seminar through reading, research and reflection. Students will be graded on three components, preparation, participation and reflection (writing). 
In Class Work: Students will be assigned a variety of daily, in-class assignments including but not limited to; map-work, document analyses, policy/historical debates, readings/reading questions, discussions, in-class writings, group/individual presentations and a variety of other types of assignments. These assignments are to be completed in class, unless otherwise designated by the instructor and are subject to the course late-work requirements. 
Reading Quizzes: Students should expect a chapter quiz at the conclusion of each chapter (typically once every 2 weeks). Chapter quizzes are typically short answer style questions based off content from the reading, as well as content discussed in class. Quizzes must be re-taken before the conclusion of a unit. Re-quizzes will not be given and quizzes cannot be made up for unexcused absences. 
Projects: Projects are an essential component of African American History and will be the primary way students are assessed in the course. 1-2 projects will be given at the beginning of each unit of study and assessed at the end of the unit. These projects will be multi-faceted and research based, designed to assess the overall themes and concepts from our unit of study. These projects will be of a large variety but may typically include things such as maps, research presentations, video projects, museum exhibits, art-based projects and debates. All projects will be graded on a rubric provided by the teacher and are subject to the course late-work policy. 
Responsibility: 
Students acknowledge that while all stakeholders in the school (teachers, parents, and administrators) need to support the academic, emotional, and physical needs of the students, the student’s grades are a reflection of both their academic achievement and work ethic; and therefore, the student is responsible for the grade they receive.
Please sign and return bottom of this syllabus. By signing you are acknowledging that you have read the information provided and agree to the course outline and policies presented above.  

​​​--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student’s Name (Printed):__________________________ Class: _____________________ Period:_______

Student’s Signature: _______________________________________

Student Phone # (For Remind 101):______________________________Email:_______________________

Parent/Guardian Name (Printed) ____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature__________________________ _______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email:____________________________________________________________________
